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The Bell Tolls for Fish Farms
By Eva Douzina

At the height of this year's tourist season, without public consultation and shortly before
the courts closed for the summer, the Environment Ministry's Directorate of Decentralized
Administration granted fish farms in various parts of Greece 20-year lease extensions and
other licenses to operate in public waters. These decisions, which concern areas such as
Poros, Salamis, Epidaurus, Lesvos, Kalymnos, Evia, Arcadia and Xiromero, constitute a
disturbing paradox: as climate change exacerbates environmental crises, Greece
continues to support an industry notorious for its environmental impact. For leases
involving the paltry sum of 150 euros per stremma per year. The aquaculture sector,
despite producing zero employment growth over the past decade and facing significant
financial problems (including the current threat of default on over €400 million in loans to
Greek banks), continues to expand.

Aquaculture, especially marine aquaculture with open net cages, has long been criticized
for its negative effects on biodiversity and marine ecosystems. Excrement, excess feed,
antibiotics and chemicals damage the ecosystem to such an extent that Seafood Watch
places farmed sea bream and sea bass from Greece squarely in its red, "To Avoid",
category. The huge amount of waste is leading to the destruction of critical habitats, such
as Greece's precious Poseidon meadows, which act as a nursery for marine species and
absorb 35 times more carbon than rainforests. Underwater footage near the fish farms
reveals a lunar landscape of dead Poseidon meadows and vast amounts of plastic
pollution.

All this data reveals the very serious need for transparency, debate and public scrutiny
around the spatial planning for the 2011 law for Organized Development Areas for
Aquaculture (POAY), the details of which are not widely known, and which will multiply the
areas earmarked for fish farming from 9,800 stremmata (2,500 acres) today to 240,000
stremmata (60,000 acres) in various parts of Greece. The design of the law allows fish
farms to self-regulate and allows the 24 times expansion of aquaculture zones, even in
marine protected areas and Natura areas, raising serious environmental and legal
concerns.

As the effects of climate change become more severe, it is more urgent than ever for
Greece to align its aquaculture policies with international best practices. Among them,
stricter environmental impact studies, independent oversight and mandatory active
stakeholder involvement, as dictated by the EU's Aarhus Convention. The first step should


https://www.tanea.gr/tag/%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B8%CF%85%CE%BF%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%BB%CE%B9%CE%AD%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%B5%CF%82/
https://www.tanea.gr/print/2024/10/10/economy/antistrofi-metrisi-lfgia-to-mellon-tis-avramar/

be to carry out a pan-Hellenic mapping of the valuable Poseidon meadows and remove all
fish farms within 2 km. from our shores. The bellis ringing now.
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Kapmavakt yua tig lxOuokaAAlEpyeleg
EVa Aouliva

2tnVv KopLPWonN TN PETVAC TOUPLOTIKAC 0OV, XWPIg dnuoola dtaBoVAsucon Kat Aiyo Ttplv
KAsloouv ta dlkaoTthpla yla to kalokaipt, N AilevBuvon Atokevipwpevng Aloiknong tou
uTtoupyeiou MeplBaroviog Tapaxwpnoe o ixBuokaAlEpyeleg o€ dlddopa HEPN TNC
EA\ABag 20etr mapdtaon picBwong Kat AAeg ddeleg Aettoupyiag oe dnuoota udata. AUTEG
ol amoddaoelg, TTou adopouV TTEPLOXEC OTIWC 0 MNopoc n ZaAapiva, n Emidauvpog, n AéoBog, n
KaAupvog, n EVBola, n Apkadia Kal to ZnpopPepo, cLVIOTOUV &va avnouxXNTIKO Ttapddofo:
KABwC N KAlUATikh aAayn eTidelvwVvel TG TEPBAAOVTIKEG Kpioelg, N EAMAda cuve)xidel va
otnpidel yla Blopnxavia dtaBontn yia Tig TEPPBANOVTIKEC TNG eTUTTTWOELC. MNa plobwoelg
TIoU adopPoUV TO EVTEAEC TTOCO TWV 150 eVpwW avd oTpEPPa eTnoiwe. O TopEag tng
VOATOKAAALEPYELAC, TIAPA TO YEYOVOC OTL TTapnyaye Pndevikn alénon Tng amacxoAnaong katd
TNV TeAeuTaia dekaetia Kal avilgeTwWTidel onUAvTIKA OLKOVOULKA TtpoBAApata
(oupmeplAapBavopEvng TNG CNUEPLVAC ATIEIANC aBETNoNC TTANPWHWY yia dAveLd Avw TWV
400 ekat. eLPW TIPOC TIC EAANVIKEG Tpamteleq), ouveXiel va eTteKTEIvETAL.

H udatokaAAiEpyela, 1Biwg n Bardooia LdAToKAALEPYELA HE AVOLKTOUC OIKTUOKAWROUC,
ETUKPIVETAL £OW KAl KALPO YLA TIG APVNTIKEG ETUTITWOELC TNE 0TN BLOTIOIKIAOTNTA KAl oTA
BaAdoola olkoouothpata. Ta mepLttwparta, n mepicosla Ipodng, Ta avtiBLOTIKA Kat ot
XNHIKEC ouoieg BAATITOLV TO OlKOCUOTNHA o€ TETolov Babuod ou to Seafood Watch
ToTtoBeTEl TNV TOOUPA Kal To AdBPakl EKTpodng amo tnv EAAAda EekaBapa otnv KOKKLVN,
«[pocg amogduyn», katnyopia tou. H tepdotia mocotnta anoBARTwyY odnyei otnv
KAtaotpoodn KPIoHWYV evolaltnpATwy, OTtwE Ta TToAUTIHa AlBadia mooedwviag tng EAAadag,
Ta oTtoia Aettoupyolv We dutwpLo yia ta BaArdcaota £idn kat aroppodouyv 35 popec
TEPLOCOTEPO AvBpaka amo 0,TL Ta TPOTiKA ddon. YtoBpuxla tAdva Kovtd ota txbuotpodeia
ATTOKAAUTITOUV €va 0eANVIAKO TOTTio PE vekpd ALBAdIa Ttooeldwviag Kal TEPACTIEC TTOCOTNTEC
TIAQOTIKA G pUTIAVONC.

OAa auvtd ta dedopéva amoKaAUTIToUV TNV TToAU coBapr avaykn yia dtadavela, culntnon
KAl dNUOCLo EAeyx0 YUPW artd Tov XwpPoTa&lko oxedlacuo yia tic Neploxeg Opyavwpevng
Avdrmrtuéng YoatokaMiepyetwy (MOAY) tou 2011, ol AeTITOPEPELEG TOU OTIoioU dev eival
EVPEWC YVWOTEC, KAL TO oTtoio Ba TTOAAATIAAGCLACEL TIG DECHEUHEVEC YLa LXOUOKAAALEPYELEC



TEPLOXEC amo ta 9.800 otpeppata onpepa os 240.000 otpéppata o dladopa Pepn NG
EAAdag. O oxedlaopog twy MOAY eTTpETEL OTIC LXOUOKAANEPYELEC VA AUTOEAEYXOVTAL KL
ETUTPETEL TNV EMEKTACN TWV {WVWYV LBATOKAMLEPYELAC KaTd 24 GOPECG, AKOUA KAl OE
BaAdooleg IPOOTATEVOUEVEC TIEPLOXEC KAl O€ Tteploxeg Natura, eyeipovtag coBapég
avnouxieg yla to TePIBAAAOV KAl TN VOULHOTNTA.

Kabwc ol emumtwoelg TNC KALHATIKAC aAAayn g yivovtal 6Ao Kal Tio coBapec, sival o neiyov
amo ToTE yla tnv EAAAda va euBuypappioEL TIG TIOAITIKEG TNG YA TNV UOATOKAAALEPYELA HE TIG
BEATIoTEC OleBvEiG TIPAKTIKECG. MeTA&L AUTWYV, AUCTNPOTEPEC HEAETEC TTEPLBAANOVTIKWY
ETUMTWOEWY, AVEEAPTNTN ETOTITEIA KAL UTIOXPEWTLIKNA EVEPYN EUTIAOKK eVOlADEPOUEVWV
HEPWYV, OTIWC uTtayopeLEL N ZUPPBacn tou Aapxouc tng EE. To mpwrto BApa Ba Atav va yivel
TtaveAAnvia xaptoypddnaon Twy ToAUTIH WY AlBadlwy Ttoceldwviag Kat va anopakpuveouv
OAEC oL LlXOUOKAMALEPYELEC OE ATTOOTACN 2 XAM. ATIO TIG AKTECG HAC. TO KAPTIAVAKL XTUTIAEL
Twpa.

H EVa Aoudiva eival n mpoedpog Kal LOPUTIKO HEAOG TOU TIOAITIOTIKOU Kal EKTIALOEUTIKOU
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